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C A S E  S T U D I E S

Bethany Park, a public park at the “heart” of the Central Ave-
nue District, is one of many core parks in Wyandotte County, 
covering a total of 8.4 acres. Within a half-mile radius, this park 
has the potential to serve the local residents and the community, 
providing new amenities and outdoor activity capabilities. In tan-
dem with its connection to the Bethany Community Center, this 
park could become the outdoor/recreation hub for Wyandotte 
County. 

The most successful existing assets of the park, are the recre-
ation center building, the two night-lit futsal courts, and the an-
nual “La Placita” events that began in 2014. Currently, the park 
has pathways that lead to and from the entry of the recreation 
center, but does not offer a walking/jogging loop for its users. 
Additionally, there is an existing playground, however the play 
equipment is poorly maintained, and many consider it unfit for 
children. The sloping of the park away from the street, in combi-
nation with poor morning/evening lighting, makes activities hap-
pening in the park difficult to see, causing many residents to feel 
unsafe. Research surveys have shown great local interest to im-
prove these conditions, in hopes that Bethany Park can become 
a safe, fun location for children and families, that will ultimately 
promote positive, healthy activities throughout the community. 


